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APPENDIX A 

Civil Orders for Sexual Offense Victims 
 

Order 
Sexual Assault 

Protection Order 

Domestic Violence 

Protection Order 

Antiharassment 

Protection Order 

Vulnerable Adult 

Protection Order 
Restraining Order 

Statute RCW 7.90 RCW 26.50 RCW 10.14 RCW 74.34.110 RCW 26.09, 26.10, 26.26 

Petitioner 

A victim of 

nonconsensual sexual 

conduct or penetration, 

including a single 

incident, committed by 

someone outside the 

family or household 

 

At least 16 years of 

age, or with 

parent/guardian 

A person who fears, or 

has been the victim of, 

sexual violence or 

stalking by a family or 

household member 

 

At least 16 years of age, 

or with parent/guardian 

A person who has been 

harassed by the 

respondent’s unlawful 

course of conduct 

including stalking, 

threats to commit a 

sexual assault, 

communications of a 

sexual nature, 

voyeurism, or indecent 

exposure 

 

At least 18 years of age, 

or with parent/guardian 

A vulnerable adult who has 

been sexually abused 

 

Guardian on behalf of 

vulnerable adult 

 

DSHS may also obtain an 

order on behalf of a 

vulnerable adult 

A person who is married to the 

respondent or has children in 

common with the respondent 

Jurisdiction 

District, Municipal, or 

Superior Court for 

application and 

enforcement. Cases 

involving minors under 

16 are forwarded to 

Superior Court after 

filing 

District, Municipal, or 

Superior Court for 

application and 

enforcement in most 

cases. Superior court 

only if case involves 

children or order to 

vacate home or pending 

family law action 

District Court for 

application unless the 

respondent is a minor, 

then Superior Court 

only. District, Municipal, 

and Superior Court for 

enforcement 

Superior Court for application 

and enforcement 
Superior Court only 

Fees 

No filing or service 

fees, and appointment 

of GAL at no cost to 

either party 

No filing or service fees 

Basic superior court 

filing fee unless victim 

of stalking, sexual 

assault, or domestic 

violence, or proceeding 

in forma pauperis 

Basic superior court filing fee 

unless proceeding in forma 

pauperis 

Same filing fees as for dissolution 

or other family law action. Filing 

fee waived if indigent 
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Order 
Sexual Assault 

Protection Order 

Domestic Violence 

Protection Order 

Antiharassment 

Protection Order 

Vulnerable Adult 

Protection Order 
Restraining Order 

Service 

Required 

Personal service, notice 

by certified mail or 

publication authorized 

in limited 

circumstances 

Personal service, notice 

by certified mail or 

publication authorized in 

limited circumstances 

Personal service, notice 

by publication 

authorized in limited 

circumstances 

Personal service, notice by 

certified mail or publication 

authorized in limited 

circumstances 

Personal service, service by mail, 

facsimile, or electronic means 

Remedies 

Available 

Restrain respondent 

from having any 

contact with petitioner. 

 

Exclude respondent 

from knowingly 

coming or remaining 

within a specified 

distance from a 

specified location 

 

Respondent to transfer 

schools 

Other injunctive relief 

as necessary 

Electronic monitoring of 

respondent 

Respondent to surrender 

weapons 

Restrain respondent from 

committing acts of 

domestic violence 

Restrain respondent from 

having any contact with 

petitioner or petitioner’s 

children 

Exclude respondent from 

knowingly coming or 

remaining within a 

specified distance from a 

specified location 

Prohibit contact with 

respondent’s children or 

require supervised contact 

Domestic violence 

treatment for respondent 

Require respondent to pay 

petitioner’s court costs, 

service fees, attorney fees 

Allow petitioner to use 

vehicle 

Allow petitioner’s 

possession and use of 

personal effects 

Civil stand-by assistance 

to allow petitioner to 

recover home, personal 

effects, or children 

Respondent to surrender 

firearms 

Respondent to transfer 

schools 

Restrain respondent from 

having any contact with 

petitioner 

Restrain respondent from 

making attempts to keep 

petitioner under 

surveillance 

Exclude respondent from 

knowingly coming or 

remaining within a 

specified distance from a 

specified location 

Require respondent to 

pay petitioner’s court 

costs and service fees 

Exclude respondent from 

knowingly coming or 

remaining within a specified 

distance from a specified 

location 

 

Restrain respondent from 

committing or threatening to 

commit physical harm, bodily 

injury, or assault against the 

vulnerable adult and from 

molesting, harassing, or 

stalking the vulnerable adult 

Respondent to surrender 

firearms if vulnerable adult’s 

current or former spouse or 

intimate partner 

Restrain respondent from 

transferring property 

Restrain respondent from 

committing or threatening to 

commit acts of abandonment, 

abuse, neglect, or financial 

exploitation against the 

vulnerable adult 

Require respondent to 

provide accounting of 

disposition of vulnerable 

adult’s income 

Judgment against respondent 

The bond posted is exonerated 

or the petitioner may apply ex 

parte for an order to disburse 

other security. 

Knowingly coming within, or 

knowingly remaining within, a 

specified distance from a specified 

location 

 

Transferring, removing, 

encumbering, concealing, or in any 

way disposing of any property 

except in the usual course of 

business or for the necessities of 

life, and, if so restrained or 

enjoined, requiring him or her to 

notify the moving party of any 

proposed extraordinary expenditures 

made after the order is issued 

 

Disturbing the peace of the other 

party or of any child 

 

Going onto the grounds of or 

entering the home, workplace, or 

school of other party or the day care 

or school of any child upon a 

showing of the necessity therefore 

 

Removing a child from jurisdiction 

of the court 

 

Molesting, assaulting, harassing, or 

stalking protected person. If this 

remedy is granted and the parties 

are intimate partners, the restrained 

person may not possess a firearm or 

ammunition 
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Order 
Sexual Assault 

Protection Order 

Domestic Violence 

Protection Order 

Antiharassment 

Protection Order 

Vulnerable Adult 

Protection Order 
Restraining Order 

Does 

protection 

extend to 

others (e.g. 

children)? 

No Yes Yes No Yes 

Consequences 

for Violation 

Mandatory arrest for 

violating. Possible 

criminal charges or 

contempt. Class C 

felony if assault or 

reckless endangerment, 

otherwise gross 

misdemeanor 

Mandatory arrest for 

violating. Possible 

criminal charges or 

contempt. Class C felony 

if assault or reckless 

endangerment, otherwise 

gross misdemeanor 

Possible criminal 

charges or contempt. 

Gross misdemeanor 

Mandatory arrest for 

violating. Possible criminal 

charges or contempt. Class C 

felony if assault or reckless 

endangerment, otherwise 

gross misdemeanor 

Mandatory arrest for violating. 

Possible criminal charges or 

contempt. Gross misdemeanor 

Maximum 

Duration of 

Ex Parte 

Order 

14 days with personal 

service, 24 days with 

certified mail or 

publication 

14 days with personal 

service, 24 days with 

certified mail or 

publication 

14 days with personal 

service, 24 days with 

publication 

14 days with personal service, 

24 days with certified mail or 

publication 

14 days 

Maximum 

Duration of 

Final Order 

2 years 

1 year if respondent’s 

children are protected. 

Court can extend 

expiration date, up to 

permanent, if the 

respondent’s children not 

involved 

1 year unless court finds 

respondent likely to 

resume harassment. 

Then court can extend 

expiration date, up to 

permanent 

1 year unless court finds 

respondent likely to resume 

abuse. Then court can extend 

expiration date, up to 

permanent 

Permanent, unless modified 

 


